INTRODUCTION

1.  The Plan is compiled in accordance with Regulation 37 of ANNEX I of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto (hereafter referred to as the “MARPOL73/78 Convention”), and also article 7-2 of the Japanese Law Relating to the Prevention of Marine Pollution and Maritime Disaster (here in after referred to as “the Law for the Prevention of Marine Pollution and Disaster”).

2.  The purpose of the Plan is to provide guidance to the master and officers on board the ship with respect to the steps to be taken when an oil pollution incident has occurred (“oil pollution incident” means the situation where there is any inappropriate oil discharge from ships or possibility of such discharge, the same definition applied hereafter).

3.  The Plan contains all information and operational instructions required by Regulation 37 of ANNEX I of MARPOL73/78 Convention, “the guidelines for the development of shipboard oil pollution emergency plans issued by International Maritime Organization (IMO) in Res. MEPC 54 (32) and as amended by MEPC 86 (44)”, as well as the Law for the Prevention of Marine Pollution and Disaster, and the relating ministerial ordinance. The appendices contain names, telephone and telex numbers, etc., of all contacts referred to in the Plan as well as other reference material.

4.  The Plan should be approved by the Administration or the Classification Society. After the approval of the Plan, except as provided below, no alteration or revision which has influence upon the function of the Plan, should be made to any part of it without the prior approval of the Administration or the Classification Society.

5.  Changes in Chapter V and the appendices will not be required to be approved by the Administration or the Classification Society. Note, however, that changes of related drawings in the appendices shall be subjected to the relevant laws. The appendices should be maintained up to date by the shipowner (the person who is responsible for operation of the ship in case the ship has co-ownership, and the lessee of the ship in case the ship is leased, the same definition applied hereafter).
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